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E Stroke of Death, as it is moſt dread- 
ful to ſome, ſo it is moſt acceptable to 
others; (a) Better is the Day of their Death 
than the Day of their Birth. For it is an Outlet from 
a World of Sorrow, and an Inlet to a World of 
compleat Happineſs ; but notwithſtanding this, we 
may all conſider Death with a Kind of Fear and 
Trembling, not merely becauſe it will not be long 
ere we muft {feel his awful Stroke; but more 
eſpecially upon the Account of our Conſciouſneſs 
that we muſt paſs a ſtrict Examination at the 
Tribunal of Heaven, when Death is over: But 
yet how ſhort, how flight are Impreſſions of this 
Nature! *Tis too, too often known, that the Good- 
neſs reſulting from them is (5) like the Morning- 
cloud, and early Dew, and (c) God may ſpeak once, 
yea twice, and we perceive it not; that is, never 
reap any ſolid Advantage for ourſelves by ſuch aw- 
ful, melancholy Diſpenſations. 5 
Salomon ſays,That it is (d) better to go to the Houſe of 
Mourning than the Houſe of Feafting ; for that is the 
End of all Men, and the living will lay it to Heart: 
But then only a divine Power and-Blefling can ſo ef- 
fectually lay it to our Hearts, as that real Good 
may be gained by ſuch Inſtances of Mortality. And 
God grant that our preſent aſſembling together ma y 
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be attended with ſuch divine Efficacy; and to this 
Purpoſe I ſhall read to you, and inſiſt upon, by 
divine Aſſiſtance, that Paſſage, choſe ont by our de- 
ceaſed Friend, and Relative for this mournful Occa- 
ſion, which is recorded in 


R x v. xix. 9 


Bleſſed are they which are called to the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb. 


In the Viſion which St. Jobn had of the pour- 
ing out of the fifth Vial upon the Seat of the 
Beaſt, we have not only prefigured before us the 
Deſtruction of Rome, Pagan or Papal, or both; 
but we have alſo largely diſplayed before us the hap- 
py Conſequences that would immediately follow ; 
and particularly, we are informed that this awful 
Ruin will be ſucceeded by the Aſſembling and Union 
of the Church of God, and furniſh an Occaſion 
for the Saints to join in Aſcriptions of Praiſe for 
this juſt Vengeance of God. For this ſee the firſt 
Verſe of this Chapter. | 

The four and twenty Elders in the fourth Verſe 
falling down and worſhipping God on this Account, 
may repreſent to us the heavenly Choir praiſing 
God, and giving an hearty Amen to theſe awful 
Proceedings of Juſtice. | 

The Voice of the great Multitude in the ſixth 
Verſe, is ſuppoſed to be the Church of God collee- 
ted, conſiſting of Fews and Gentiles, it being ima- 
gined, not without ſufficient Reaſon, that the Ferws 
will be converted, and united to the Church before 
this Time: Tho? others think, that the Marriage in 
the ſeventh Verſe, has a particular Reference to the 
Converſion of that People. 
| In the ninth Verſe, which I have choſen for my 

Subject, the Apoſtle informs the drooping Minds 
of the Saints in what the true Bleſſedneſs of God's 

People 


| "T1 
People conſiſts, and when it ſhall be compleated. 
Bleſſed are they that are called to the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb, Thoſe who underſtand by the Mar- 
triage of the Lamb the Converſion of the Fews, 
and that happy Period, when the Fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles, with the Converſion of the Jes, ſhall form one 
| glorious and Goſpel Church, are, in my humble Opt- 

nion, chargeable with giving too mean and low an 
Interpretation; for tho“ there will be a great Deal 
of Glory and Happineſs in that long wiſhed for Pe- 
riod of Time, yet I cannot but perſwade myſelf, 
that the Bleſſedneſs of an Admiſſion to the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb riſes higher, and is nothing 
leſs than a different Way of expreſſing the Kingdom 
of Glory, where the Entertainment will be provid- 
ed, the Marriage conſummated, and the Saints cal- 
led to ſit with their Lord; on which Account, it 
may in the higheſt and trueſt Senſe be ſaid, Bleſſed 
are they which are called unto the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb. In the opening of theſe Words we may 


enquire, - 


I. Who is intended by the Lamb, and what by the 


Marriage. 

II. bat is meant by the Supper, and-what by the cal- 
ling to it, | 

III. Confider the bleſſedneſs of thoſe that are admitted 
to the Marriage Supper. 


IV. Make ſome Reflections by way of Improvement. 


I. We are to enquire who is intended by the 
Lamb, and what by the Marriage. 

I. We are to enquire who is the Perſon intended 
by the Lamb. And he is the Lord Feſus Chrift, the 
Proviſion of God's infinite, unmerited Grace for fal- 
len and miſerable Man. It was he that was pointed 
at in the Anſwer Abraham gave to Iſaacs Que- 


ſtion, 
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ſtion, (o) God will provide himſelf a.Lamb for a Burnt: 
offering. And without Doubt David had his Eye 
to Chriſt as the Lamb of God, when, looking be- 
yond the typical Sacrifices under the Law, he in- 
troduces Chriſt, as ſpeaking to his Father, in this 
Manner, (C) Sacrifice and Offering thou didſt not deſire, 
mine Lars haſt thou apcned, Burn:-offering and Sin- 
Mering haſt thou not required, then ſaid I, Lo I come, 
in the Volume of the Book it is written of me, I de- 
light to do thy Will, O my God; yea; thy Law is 
Abi my Heart. I n this Character he was viewed 
by Jabn the Baptiſt, his great Forerunner, who ſpake 
of him with this Note of Information, Obſerva- 


tion, and Admiration (c), Behold the Lamb of God 


which taketh away the Sins of the World, I might 
here ſhow you, from plain Evidence, that the Lamb, 
under the Law, that was ſlain for a Sin-offering, 
was a typical Repreſentation of Chriſt, the true Sa- 
crifice for Sin; and ſhow, that the Lambs offered 
under the Law correſpond with Chriſt the Lamb of 
God, in their being Males out of the Flock with- 


out Blemiſh, Sc. But I ſhall wave all theſe Ob-— 


ſervations, and endeavour to prove, that the Lamb 
mentioned: in the Text, 1s none elſe than the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, by the following Conſiderations. *1 F. 
This Lamb was viewed by John as unveiling the 
Myſtery of the Seals. (4) Aud 1 ſaw, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, when the Lamb opened one of the Seals. Now, 
by this I cannot but perſwade myſelf, that the Emi- 
nency, Importance, and Uſefulneſs of Chriſt's pro- 

hetical Office are pointed out to us; thro* whom 
virtually, and by whom perſonally, the Will of God 
18 unparted to us, agreeable to what the Pſalmiſt de- 


. Clares, (e) That he did not conceal the Lovinp-kinaneſs 


of God, nor his Truth, but declared his Righteouſneſs 
and Faithfulneſs ts the great Congregation. As the 


(a) Gen. xxii. 8. (6) PE,. 40. 6, 7. () Jobs i. 29. 
(%) Rev. vi. 1. (e) P/. xl. 9, ro. 


Sun 
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Sun of Righteouſneſs he haF riſen upon, and chaſed 
away that thick Darkneſs. which lay upon our 
World. (a) He is the true Light that lighteth every 
3 Man that comes into the World, And the ſeveral 
Gradations of Liglit in the ſucceſſive Ages of the 
World and Church are all owing to Chriſ; the 
Prophets, as they ſpake of him, ſo they ſpake by 
him: (e) For no Man knows the Son but the Father, 
3 neither knoweth any the Father fave the Son, and he 
= /o whom the Son will reveal him. (c) And no Man 
* bath ſeen God at any Time, the only begotten Sonwhich 
is in the Boſom of the Father, he has declared him, 
And this Office he has fulfilled with the greateſt In- 
T7 tegrity and Love; Integrity, in that there is no- 
thing of the divine Will neceſſary to be known, 
which he has not revealed to us; Love, in that he 
behaved with the utmoſt Familiarity and Intimacy 


towards his Diſciples. (4) Henceforth I call you not 


2 Servants; for the Servant knows not what the Lord 
dbb; but I have called you Friends; for all Things 
* that I have heard of my Father, I have made known 


unto you. 


2. This Lamb Jobn (e) bebeld as ſain from the 
3 Pounaation of the World; that is, in the Type, and 
3 alſo virtually, as in the Virtue and Credit of his 
after Sufferings and Satisfaction the Saints un- 


der the Old Teſtament were not only pardoned, 


but alſo admitted to eternal Glory, *Tis Chriſt, 
and it is he only that appears above as the Lamb 
that had been ſlain, the Remembrance of whoſe 
Blood is acceptable, and the Application is effica- 
3 cions. (f) I ſpraketh better Things than the Blood 
F Abel. | 

3. This Lamb was beheld by Fobnas (g) inveſted 
With Power, as arayed in Majeſty, as one that is a 


(a) Fobn i. 9. (b) Mat. xi. 27. (e) Job i. 18. ( Vela 
XV." 15. (e) Rev, xili. JS. (%) Heb. xii. 24. (g) Rev. 
XVn. I 4. 


Judge 4 


* 


Judge; and under this character he will ere! 
appear the Terror and Tormenter of Antichriſt, and 
every one that dares oppoſe him. As Antichriſt 
has drunk deep of the Blood of Saints and Martyrs, 
fo in the Day of Recompence, Chriſt will put a Cup 
of 'Trembling into his Hands: (a) The ſame — 
drink of the Wine of the Wrath of God which is pour. 


ed out without Mixture, and ſhall be tormented wis 
Fire and Brimſtone in the Preſence of the holy Angels, 
and in the Preſence of the Lamb, the Smoke of whoſe 


Torment aſtendeth up for ever and ever. And every 
unhappy Soul that has not been acquainted with ' 

Chriſt, nor felt the Influences of divine Grace, how F 
high ſoever his Station in Life has been, muſt * 


tremble before Chriſt as his Judge; his Countenance 
frowning in Vengeance will ſtrike with Horror the 


moſt obdurate Wretch, and make him wiſh, but 
wiſh in vain he will, (5) for à Shelter and Retreat 
divine Wrath beneath. the Weight of Rocks and 
Mountains. (c) Conſider this ye that forget God, leſt | 
he tear you in Piecgs, and there be none to deliver. | 
4. This Lamb Jobn viewed as encloſing all his 
People as his Care and Charge. The Names of 
thoſe that will be ſaved at laſt are (d) enrolled in the 
Lamb's Book of Life; and tho' this Sentiment may 
be diſcarded and reproached in the preſent evil 
Days of Apoſtacy, yet there is the moſt ſolid Foun- 
dation in Scripture to ſupport it, or Chriſt would 
never have made uſe of it with a Deſign to raiſe the 
Joy of the Diſciples in the Manner he did. (e) N. 
withſtanding in this rejoyce not that the Spirits are ſub- 
gett to you, but rather rejoyce becauſe your Names are 
written in Heaven, Mi 

5. This Lamb was ſeen by Jobn, not only as the 
Object of Dread and Terror to wicked Men and. 
Devils, but was alſo viewed by John as the Centre 


(a) Rev. xiv. 10. 11. (6) Rev. v. 16, 17. (c) E,. I. 22. 
(% Rev. xxi. 27. (e] Luke x. 20. e 
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bf che Worſhip of the (a) heavenly Hoſt, As the 

only begotten Son, it was with this Order of Hea- 

ven that he was introduced into the World: (+) Let 

all the 1 God worſhip him. And it this was 

the Comm of Heaven when he came into the 

World in ſo much Contempt and Meanneſs, how 

much mote Adoration and. Praiſe is paid him now he 

is exalted in Heaven? He has alſo the Admiration 

and Entertainment of the redeemed Saints; they 

are tepreſented as clothed in white Robes, and Palms 

in their Hands, crying but with a loud Voice, ſaying, 

(c) Salvation. to our God which fits upon the Throne, 

and unto the Lamb; and they fing not only (d) the Song 

e, Moſes, but the Song of ' the Lamb, ſaying, Great 

and marvellous are thy Works, Lord God Almighty, 

2 juſt and true are thy Ways, O King of Saints. | 

6. This Lamb Jabn obſerved as the Light and 

2 Glory of the upper World; while the Rays of Di- 

2 vinity were eclipſed by his covering of Fleſh, they 

Z ſhone with ſo ſtrong a Luſtre, that bis (e) Glory was 

2 bebeld as the Glory of the only Begotten of 'the Father ; 

and while he tabernacled in Fleſh, he was not only 

= the Life, but the Light of Men; but in the Worlds 

of Happineſs he will in Light and Glory far ſur- 

2 pals the Sun in his Noon-day Brightneſs : And in 

this happy State there will be no Need for the cre- 

ated Glitter of the Sun and Moon, which are fo 

z vaſtly uſeful to our deſpicable Earth; for Chrif, tlie 
Fountain of Light, will ſhed one eternal Noon 
throughout the bliſsful Regions, and reflect full Glo- 
ry on all the Inhabitants, (F) who ſhall ſee his Face, 

' 3 and his Name ſhall be on their Foreheads, and there 

all be no Light there, nor Need of the Candle, nei- 

 F ther Light of the Sun; for the Lord giveth them | 

> | Light, and they ſhall reign for ever and ever; 


(a) Rev. vii. 11, 12. (5) Heb. i. 6. ) Rev. vii. 
10. (4) Rev. xv. 3. (e) Jab i. 14. John i. 4. (% Kev. 
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and elſewhere is is ſaid, that the (a) Lamb is the Liebe 
of this heavenly City. 

7. And /afily, This Lamb was repreſented to 
Jobn as the Head, Huſband, Redeemer, Sc. of 
his' People: (5) And the Angel talked with me, ſay- 
ing, Come bither, I will thee the Bride, the 
Laml's Wife; and he carried me away in the Spirit to 

a great Mountain, and ſhewed me that great City, the 
holy Jeruſalem de fcending aut of Heaven from God. As 
he is their Head, they make Choice of him for 
their Guardian, rely upon his Care, and truſt them- 
ſelves to his Conduct; (c) Weir Cbaracter is, that 
they follow the Lamb . — be goes. As he is 
their Huſband, he brings them to the Courts above, 
and celebrates the Marriage Su with them, and 
will fay to his ſmiling Father, (d) Here am J and 
thoſe thou haſt given me. And as their Redeemer, 
| he (e) loved them, and gave bimſelf for them, and 
thought not his precious Blood too large a Sum to 
i pay Te the Redemption of them from eternal 

avery and Woe. | 

Having thus largely have who it is intended. br 
by the Lamb, and the glorious Characters he ſu © 
ſtains, I proceed to the ſecond Branch of this Head. 
namely, « ſhew what is intended by the Marriage. 
Marriage, according to common Opinion, is a law- 
ful joining of two together for Lite, and implies 
} Not barely a-mutua) Conſent to dwell and cohabit 
together in the near Relation of Hufband and Wife, 
but a Conforinity to the primitive Deſign of Hea- 
ven, which runs thus; () That a Man ſhould leave bis 
Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, and they 
Hell be one Fleſh. And upon the Account of the u- 
niting of God and the hely Church by the Bond 
of ficred Worſhip, by the Purity of its Principles 
and Iaſtitutions tounded bpon divine Revclation, 


. 
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God and his Church may be faid to be united toge- 
ther in the Relations of Huſband and Wife. If 
any enquire into the Nature and Effects of this 
iage, I would anſwer their Queſtion, by ſhew- 
ing, 1. That in this Marriage there is a new Nature, 
bor a Change of the old Nature in Believers by di- 
vine Grace: (a) F any Man be in Chriſt, he is a 
new Creature, old Things are paſſed away, and behold 

all Things are become new; as in common Marr! 
there is an Alteration of Condition, ſo in this Mar- 
riage between Heaven and Earth there is an happy 
Change wrought in the Diſpoſition of the Believer z 
Chriſt is now become the Centre, the Object of all 
the Saint's Deſire and Love. ( Whom have I in 
Heaven but thee, and there is none in Earth that I de- 
fire befedes thee. (c) He is altogether Iavely. 2. This 
Marriage is an inviolable Marriage. The Knot 
thereof will never be looſed, nor a Divorce from 
him ever be allowed. As Chriſt is the firſt Huſ- 
band, with whom it is better to abide than partial- 
ly revolt; ſo the Language of Cbriſt's Heart, and 
the Nature of the Contract are, (d) that be will be- 
troth the Church unto himſelf for ever; yea, that he 
will betroath ber unto him in Righteouſneſs, and in 
Judgment, and in Loving-kindneſs,, and in Mercies, 
&c. 3. In this Marriage Chriſt and Believers be- 
come one; as the Woman was a Part of the Man, 
ſo Chriſt's Spouſe is a Part of himſelf ;, (e) For we 
are Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, aud of his Bones. 
And the Account that is given of our firſt Parents, 
that () they two ſhall be one Fleſh, is equally true in 
a myſtical Senſe of Chr; and the Church, which 
is thus accounted for by St. Paul, (g) that it was 4 
great Myſtery ;, but he ſpake concerning Chriſt and the 
Church, Chriſt and his Spouſe are one in Heart, 


(a) 2 Cor. v. 17. (b) PF. lxxiii. 25. (c) Sol. S. v. 16. 
(4) Hoſ. ii. 19. (e] Eph. v. 30. (f) Gen. ü. 24. (g) Eph. 


v. 32. 
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one in Intereſt; he that is joined to the Lord is be, 
come one Spirit, 4. Chriſt has the ſtrongeſt Aﬀec- * 
tion for his Spouſe. What endearing Names does 
he addreſs her with in the Canticles, Love, my | 
Dove, my undefiled, &c. (a) He ſo loved the Church, 
as to give himſelf for it. His Love was fo great to- 
' wards her that he eſpouſed her Cauſe, and made 
himſelf anſwerable he the Debts ſhe owed. © What 
" Fudah ſaid to Jacob concerning Benjamin, may, 
with great Propriety, be applied to Chriſt, ſpeaking 
to his Father concerning his Church: (2) 7 I bring 
ber not unto thee, and ſet her before as let me bear 
the Blame for ever. 5. And laſtly, In this Marriage 
between Chriſt and his Church, there is a mutual 
Surrender. (c) My "beloved is mine, and I am his, 
All that Chriſt is, is given to his Church, and all 
that the Church is, is yielded to 'Chri/t. Havin 
thus paſſed ſeveral Obſervations on the Nature an 
: 4 of this Marriage, I proceed 


H. To ſhow what is meant by the Supper, and 
| what by the calling to it. We are not to under- 
| ſtand literally a Banquet or Entertaininent prepared 
to be eat of by the Body; no, that happy State and 
Place is not furniſhed with fach Kind of Enter- 
tainments, which do not in the leaſt fuit with the 
Reliſh and Guſt of the heavenly Inhabitants, and 
are not in the leaſt needed; for in the Reſurrection 
they put off Mortali and Corruptibility, and as 
8 are the Belly, and the Belly for Meats, 

God will then deſtroy it and them, IT e Apoſtle 
gives us an Affurance, that though (e e) the Body is 
ſown a natural one, yet it will be raifed. 4 ſpiritual Bo- 
dy. Then we ſhall be like the Angels panting and 
breathing after refined Pleaſures, ſuch às are equal 
and worthy the enlarged Deſires of an immortal 


(a) As xx. 28. (5) Gen. xlii. 9. (c) Sol. S. ij. 16. 
Soul. 


(4) Saks Vi. 13. (e) 1 Cor, xv, 44. 


* Tr ba... r ©. ©. 


6 ö — 1 


ven, (is 
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Soul. There are two of thoſe ſpiritual Ente — 


ments with which Chriſt indulges 15 Saints. 1. 

is the feeding upon Ci wyfteally and Nhl 
here on Earth. When r Lord, in his Cohverſes 
with the Fews, claimed the Character of the Bread 


of Life, (a) the living Bread that came dum from 


Heaven, and told them, that be gave his = - 2 
ife 10 the 


7 World, and that be was the Author o 


World, and that without eating bis Fleſh, or 


4 bis Blood, they had no Life in them, nor any warrani- 


able Claim to Life thro him, or with bim; and laid 


before them the great Preference in regard to Virtue 
and Duration that he had over the Manna which 


their Fathers eat of in ibe Wilderneſs ; 1 fay, when 


C briſt inſiſted upon theſe ſublime Topicks; their un- 
1 55 Reaſon could not graſp the divine Myſte- 


but in the Language of Ignorance and Unbe. 


1 liek, they cried out, (b) How ſhall this Man 


bis Fleſo to eat? But tho? theſe divine and x ek 
Truths are unknown to, and uhconceivable by the 
Men of this World, yet à true Chriſtian Node by 
Faith (c) bis Life hid with Ebriſt in God, and while 


; he is in * Place of Diſtance, he has his Saviour 0 


(d) bring bim into his banqueting Houſe, while his 
Banner over bim is Love; and (e) be fits under his 
Shadow with great Delight, and finds his Fruit is 
WW to his Taſte. The Feaſt of his Love is full 
Marrow, and of Wines on the Leet, ' yell refined 
rom all the ceremonial Dregs which formerly were 
mixed with them. The real Saint, while he 1s here, 
at ſome happier Hours of Communion with Hea- 
1 ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of his 

Houſe, and be drinks of the River of bis Pleaſure, 
) the Streams whereof make glad the City of God. 
And tho* theſe reviving Entertainments are ſektom 


(a) Fobn vi. 50-39-59. (5) Jabs vi. (e) Col. im. 3 


F. . 3. . te I u. 6. © P/. xxxvi. 8. 
credited, 


(s) BY. xlvi. 4. 
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credited, ; and ſeldomer experienced in the preſent 
evil Days of Degeneracy and Lukewarmneſs; 


et bet 15 them Religion would deſerve no 


tter a Name than a Drudgery, the Chriſtian 


would be ſunk in, conſtant Dejection, and the 


Wheels of Devotion would drive on heavily. 


2. There is an Entertainment which is reſerved for 
the Upper World. And oh How far ſuperiour 


is this to that which we enjoy here. Here Hap- 


| 22 is in its firſt Beginnings, there it will be con- 


ummated and compleated. (a) Here the loving 
Kindneſs of God js better we, Life; to experience 
1 is delicious and ſatisfyi ords Occaſion for 
LN {jt kgs of a Joy; but when we are 
the Preſence of God, there (6b) is a Fulneſs 

of Foy, and there are Rivers of Pleaſure z and for this 
Abundance the heavenly, Soul is always pant- 


h ing, and with David cries out, (c) But as for me 1 


Will behold thy Face in Righteous 1 fhall be ſa- 

aid when I awake in thy Likeneſs. 
* We are to ſhew what is meant by the Calling 
take of this Supper 


There is an external 


of Men, to attend to the Word and Ordi- 
nances as a moral Act, and a reaſonable Duty, 
founded on the Relation of God's being the ſu- L 


preme Being, and we Subjects accountable to him: 


There is likewiſe an external Call informing of us 
in a doctrinal or rational Way, what is neceſlary 2 
we ſhould be, and what is requiſite to do, in or-, 
der that we might experience Peace and Satisfac- 
tion here, and eternal Salvation hereafter. But be- 


ſides this, there is an internal or effectual Call by ? 


Grace; which, as to Time, Manner, Circumſtance, 
and Degrees of Evidence, may admit of large Va- 
riation, and yet, as to Reality, it anſwers the De- 


a.) 

% E 
= 

- 


(a) E/ lxiii. 3. (6) P/. xvi. 11. (c) Eſ. xvii. 15. 
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ſent ſcription of (a) being called by Grace, and a Revelation 
4 ; Þf Chrift to the Soul, not in Word only, but in 
no Power, in ſuch a Way of Demonſtration, as that 
ian the Meſſage is received in Faith, Love, (b) and much 
the Aſſurance :- But I muſt not enlarge here. 

ly. 7 The Call then to the Supper of the Lamb will not 
for Only be the laſt, byt alſo the beſt Call we can poſs 
dur ibly expect; it isgbe diſtinguiſhed from the power- 
aP ful Call of Chriſt as a Judge to the Wicked, when 
On She awakes them from the Sleep of Death, and bids 
them ariſe from their Graves and appear at his 
Bar, for the (c) Hour is coming, when all that' are 
iin the Graves ſhall bear the Voice of the Son of God, 
und come forth; tho* the Reſurrection of this All, 
will iſſue in Effects widely different; theſe muſt a- 
his viſe to receive their final Condemnation, and to under go 
Ad) Shame and everlaſting Contempt, and how dread- 
ful the Call that rouſes them from their Sleep; 
theſe muſt ariſe in the Virtue of Chriſt as Judge. 
While thoſe happy Few, if compared with the reſt, 
that are eſpouſed to Chriſt, will be raiſed in the Vire 
tue of Chriſt, as an Head an Huſband : And the 
Manner how this will be, is largely deſcribed by St. 
Paul, (e) that the Lord bimſelf ſhall deſcend from 
Heaven with a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, 
and the Trump of God: And the dead in Chriſt 
rie firſt : (i. e. before the Saints that are then actual- 
ly alive upon the Earth ſhall be changed). Here 
rwe may obſerve the great Preference given to the 
Bride of Chrift, over what is allowed to the Wick- 
& Fed: And when theſe happy Saints are thus raiſed, 
then Chriſt will pronounce theſe Words of true ſub- 
” ſtantial Comfort upon them: (/) Come ye Bleſſed of 
„iy Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, be- 


*%. h SER | 
0 Gal. i. 15. 16. (5) 1 Thefſ. i. 5. (c) Job v. 28. 29. 
( Dan. xii. 2. (e) 1 Y. iv. 15, (/) Matt. xxv. 34. 
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will the awful debghtful. Solemnities of Judgment 
be finiſſd, but the Bride will aſcend triumphantly 
to Heaven with her affectionate Bridegroom, and 
an angelick Hoſt attending, where the delicious 
Entertainment of the Supper is prepared, the Nup- 
tials ſolemnized, and ſhe ſhall ſit down, and enjoy 
the Feaſt with uoſpeakable Pleaſure ang Satisfac- 
tion. But I haſten, thro, theſe delightful Conſide- 
rations, and proceed . | 

3: To conſider the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe that are 
admitted to the Marriage Supper. And this will 
appear by the Conſideration of the Bridegroom of 
the Church. And this Perſon is. no leſs than the 
(a) mighty Redeemer and. of Hoſts, who is im- 
mortal in our Nature, zud tho' he once died upon 
the accurſed Tree for us, yet he now reigns in full 
Glory above for our Benefit. He is likewiſe immu- 
table, His Reſolinions never vary, his Affections 
neyer chill, but remain thro' a long Eternity, as 
ſtrong and as kind as ever they were; (5) Feſus 
Cbhriſt, ili ſame Nerday, to Day, and for ever : He 
is the Fountain of Love and Compaſſion ;z in ail 
their Afflictions he was afflicted; and tho? they, while 
at a Diſtance from his Throne, often gave Occaſion 
for a ful Reſentments by their Neglects of Duty, 


and Commiſſions of Sin, yet he ſtill bore with 


them, and healed their BackQidings, Chrift is mu- 
nificent 4 He beſtows. himſelf with all that he has 
that is communicable. upon them: The Church 
can make no Boaſts of her Birth and Parentage, , 
of her noble Blood, and honourable Relatives, of 
large Riches, and high Honours, having loſt all that 
was truly valuable in her Apoſtacy at firſt ; but 
Chriſt ſtoops ſo low as to make (c) himſelf poor, 


(a) IJ liv. 8. (5) Heb. xiii.$. (c) 2 Cor. viii. 9, 
| and 
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and (a) of no Reputation, to give us durable Riches 
and large Honours ; nay, to ſpeak all in a Word, 
(%) wwe are Heirs of God, and Foint-heirs with Chriſt, 
2. The Bleſſedneſs of the Lamb's Gueſts friſes from 
the large Collection, and happy Union of all the 
Saints who together make up the Bride of the Lamb, 
they will be gathered (c) from the four Winds of 
Heaven, and (d) will fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, in the Kingdom of. God; there will be 
the moſt numerous and ſplendid Appearance. St. 
Fohn, after he had beheld each of the Tribes o 

Tjrael, ſealed (e) twebkve thouſand; ſaw a number which 
no Man could number, clothed with white Robes, and 
Palms in their Hands; and yet tho? they are ſuch a 
prodigious Company, they make up but one intire 
Bride of one Heart, as if they were but one Per- 
ſon; they are happy in the Enjoyment of the Ob- 
ject of their higheſt and united Love, in which they 
fear no Rivals, entertain no unworthy Suſpicions, 
find not ſo much as the moſt diſtant Motions of En- 
vy or Diſcontent. No, this Family is well guarded 
from inteſtine Quarrels and Contentions, and enjoys 
perfect Peace and full Satisfaction in the large Effu- 
ſions of divine Love ſhed down upon it, and the 
grateful Returns that they make of Love and Gra- 
titude. 3. The Bleſſedneſs of the Lamb's Gueſts 
may be proved from the Manner. of their Appear- 
ance, and that will be in the greateſt Luſtre and 
Perfection of Beauty, both external and internal: 
Their Bodies will be awakened from their duſſy 
Beds ſtrong and immortal, no more to feel Decay 
and Death; and what gives the largeſt Honour to 
them, is the Reſemblance that their Bodies will 
have to the. glorified Body of their exalted Head 
and Huſband. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (f) according to 
the mighty Power whereby be is able to ſubdue all 


la] Pbil. ii. 7. 5 Rom. viii. 17. (c) Mat. xxiv. 31. 
(d) Mat vi 11. (e) Rev. vii. 8, 9. (f) Phil. ii. 1. 
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Things unto himſelf. And as the Souls of the Saints, 
as ſoon as they were diſmiſſed from their Tene- 
ments of Clay, aſcended to God, to the happy and 
perfect Regions above; ſo when they deſcend from 
their bliſsful Manſions, to reſume and inhabit their 
Bodies again, their Souls will come out of Hea- 
ven pertumed as out of the Ivory Palaces,” with a 
Strong Scent of Heaven upon them, and adorned with 
the Glory of God and then raking up their Bodies, 
they will re-enter the bleſſed Abodes, and be brought 
to the King (a) all glorious within, their. Clothing of 
wrought Gold, and their Raiment of Needle-work, and 
thus they ſhall fit down to the rich Entertainments of 
the Marriage-ſupper+ 4. And laſtly, The Bleſſedneſs 
of the Lamb's Gueſts chiefly conſiſts in the beatific 
Viſion, and full Fruition of God, and the Lamb 
their Huſband in the Courts above. The Happi- 
neſs of that State and Place ſurmounts our moſt 
diligent Searches, and moſt elevated Deſcriptions ; 
for (b) Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the Heart of Man to conceive the Things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. The 
Pens and Tongues of the moſt excellent and learned 
Men on the Face of the Earth, and the pure en- 
larged Capacity of the higheſt Angel in Heaven, 
muſt fail and faulter, when the over-matching 
Theme of the Saints Happineſs, or the heav.nly 
Glory is attempted : Ve (c) know but in Part, and 
that little we do know is thro* a Glaſs aarkly. St. 
John might well ſay, (d) We know not what we 
ſhall be, or after what Manner perfectly we ſhall 
live in the World above; for the imperfect Glan- 
ces of Faith are much inferior to the full Viſion of 
God; and if cver we ſet our now feeble and trem- 
bling Footſteps in this happy World, we ſhall ac- 
knowledge that the Half of God's Glory was not 


(a) P/. xlv. 8, 13, 14. (5) 1 Cor. ü. 9. (c) 1 Cor. xiii. 
told 


12. (4) 1 Fohr uh. 2. 
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told to, or comprehended by us, while in this State 
of Diſtance, . Imperfection and Darkneſs. For, 
1. This Viſion will be deeply affecting, for we ſhall 
ſee him Face to Face, and ſee him as he is, not as 
God eſſentially, but perſonally and gloriouſly thro* 
this God-Man Mediator, who will then reflect a 
Luſtre upon his Spouſe throughout the Ages of an 
happy and never- ceaſing Eternity, who will be di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the full Blaze of Glory, as much as 
the Sun is known from the twinkling Stars; and 
tho* God, being infinite, cannot be graſped, or 
perfectly comprehended by a finite narrow Mind, 
yet in the Worlds above he will be ſeen and enjoyed 
according to the largeſt Extent of finite Minds : 
The Viſion and Enjoyment of him as ſuch, will 
yield the higheſt Delight and Satisfaction; and if 
Chriſt was to ſay to the Inhabitants of the upper 

World, Take Heaven amongſt you, but as for 
* me, I am determined to leave you ;** the Saints 
would change their Joy into Sorrow, and would, 
with Tears, eccho back to ſuch mournful News, 
„Lord, Heaven will be no Heaven to us exc 

thou thyſelf art there; thou art the better Half 
© of Heaven; and, Lord, if a Sight of thee thro? 
the Medium or Glaſs of thy Word and Ordinan- 
ces below excited our Love to thee, certainly to 
*« ſee thee in this happy Place, muſt give us the 
„ greateſt Tranſport, and we can never think of 
s parting with thee.” Perfect Reſt and unmingled 
Satisfaction are not to be found amongſt us here, 
nor are they the Product of the Creatures: We 
may ſearch over the whole Volume of Creation, 
but {till all is unfufficient to give Content to the 
Mind ; and after our earneſt and diligent Endeavours, 
we cry out with the wiſe Man, (a) Vanity of Vani- 
ties, all is Vanity. Nay, a true Satisfaction 1s not 
found in the moſt noble Engagements of our Souls 


(2) Eccleſ. i. 2. 
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ln the religious Life ; for often their God and Sa vi- 
bur withdraws his comfortable Preſence, and leaves 
them to complain and mourn under ſuch a melan- 
choly Diſpenſation j but when the Morning of the 
rection dawns us; there will riot only be 
a Aſſimulation to him, but likewiſe a full 
fatisfying Viſion of him; (a) as for me, ſays David, 
I will behold thy Face in Righteonſne/s, I ſhall be 2 
tiged when I awake with thy Likeneſs. (b) The Lamb 
which is in the midſt of the Throne fholl feed them, 
and lead them to living Fountains of Water. 2. n 
will not only be an intellectual, but alſo an organi 

cal Sight. Chriſt will be beheld by ws will Hen 
immortal Eyes. After the gloomy Nigh t of — 
is over, and we have ſhook off” the yy of the 
Grave, in this Fleſh wwe hall ſee God. And Fob expreſ- 
ſes himſelf with a full Satisfaction and Afſurance. 
that this would be "his Caſe, when he cries out; (c) 1 
know that my Redeemer lives; and that he ſhall ſtand 
at the latter Day on the Earth; and tho after my Skin 
Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſ ſhall I ſee God, 
whom I ſball fee fot myſelf, . mine Eyes ſhall behold, 
nnd nut another. So that we tind that as our Bodies 
ſhall be admitted; as well as Souls, to the heavenly 
State, ſo the Members of this Body ſhall ſhare in the 
Bleſſedneſs of it. All that we can receive ſhall be 
beſtowed upon us: 3. And laſtly, It will be an e- 
verlaſting Viſion and uninterrupted Enjoyment; it | 
will not be tranſient and ſhort as the Viſits of Grace 
to us, and the Viſits of our Souls to God are here in | 
this State of Diſtance ; no, but in the upper World 
we ſhall not only be the Ornaments, but alſo the | 
Inhabitants of that bliſsful Place: (d) $9 ſhall wwe be 
ever with the Lord. Here will be celebrated an ever- 
laſting Sabbath that hath no Night; (e) they ſhall 
fee his Face, ind bis Name fhall be on their Foreheads, 


(a) Pf xvii. 15. 00 Rew. vii. 17. (c) Jeb xix. 25, 26, 
27. (4) 1. Thef. iv. 17. (e) Rev. xxil. 4, 5. 2 


* 
and there ſhall be no Night there. And if the Sight 
of him by Faith affords the ſweeteſt Experiences of 
Joy and Tranſport, how divine the Delight when 
the Enjoyment of our God ſhall never be interrupt- 
ed, and our full Viſion of him never be intercepted ? 
0 how delightful is the Thought of our bring Pillars 
in the Houſa of God, and going out us more, and tak 
ing and eating of the Tree of Life in thy midſt of the 
Paradiſe of God, O how raviſhing is the Qontempla- 
tion, that there will be ub (a) more Death, 'no more 
Serrow, uo more Crying, no mere Pain How ſweet 
will it be to have Faith turned into eternal Sight, 
Hope ſwallowed up in eternal Fruition z Songs, e- 
verlaſting Songs, taken on our Lips inſtead of Pray- 
ers: And Groans: and Tears, which diſturbed us ſa 
long here, changed ny for immortal Tae 
a en ' 
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we - The Aoplication, 

d, 1. N 

a, Grace, upon the Account of a Man's net being able 

es to receive a warrantable Claim, and find a real 

Mieectneſs for Glory, (4) except be be burn again. 
e Without the Wedding-gar ment, and the white 

9 ih in he Be aretz of the Nigg if 


it were poſſible for us to enter into Heaven, we 
ſhould. be put to a Bluſn and eternal Silence at that 
awful Queſtion, ( c) Friend, bow cameſt thou in hither, 
not having on the WWedding-garment ? 2, The Con- 
ſideration of this Marriage- union gives a ſolid Foun- 
dation of Comfort in our Proſpects of Death, and 
calms the ſwelling Grief of our Minds, when we 
| ſee any of our Relatives or Friends ſnatched away 
4 by Death. And this Compoſure of Mind, I hope, 
ö may be felt by the weeping Friends and Relations 
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(a) Rev. xxi. 4. (3) Jobs iii. 3. (e) Mar. xxii. 12. 
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i wales thy ee ner Trades to beſtow 
large wende on the Dead, yet I may with Ju- 
ſtice and Modeſty ſay, that, to the beſt of my 
Knowledge, gur ee Siſter was à reſpectful 
Friend, à dutiful Child, and faithful Servant, and a 
pious Perſon; She had, as J learn from an Ac- 
count of her Experience, very grear and' fair Evi- 
dences of her being ing intereſted in the Favour of God, 
by the various and happy Effects produced in her 
the Preaching of Mr. Harper of Shambrook, Mf. 
Bower of Shefton, Mr. Drake of Yardly, Mr. San 
derſon of Bedford, Mr. Gates of Gamlingay, (I men- 
tion thoſe Names in the Order obſerved in her Ex- 

rience.) And laſt of all, ſhe mentions u Ules 
FulneGs to her in ſpiritual Afairs, Thus ſhe a 
bleſſed Hope in Life 3 but towards the Moments of 
Death, when her rational Powers recovered them- 
ſelves A little from the Violence of the Fever, The 
her Confidence in God, and a Meetriefs 
for an Appearance in the eternal World. After hy F 
without a Sigh or Groan, ſhe yielded u her Spirit, 
fetcht out of her Body as it were by a a is of God” 
as the Fewih Rabbies are uſed to expreſs the Man. 
ner of Moſes Death, Thus, I hope, ſhe is not loſt, 


— * 


but ſweetly fallen aſleep in Feſis, and ſuch God wilt 
r ee wy * Kun. 
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